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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Claims 24-47 are allowed. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Independent claim 24 of the present application teaches a integrated circuit 
comprising: a test controller; a logic unit controller of the integrated circuit; a single test bus of 
the integrated circuit, the single test bus coupled between the test controller and the logic unit 
controller; a plurality of design for test features of the integrated circuit, the design for test 
features coupled to the logic unit controller; and a logic unit of the integrated circuit, the logic 
unit coupled to the logic unit controller and to design for test features; wherein the test controller 
is to provide a global control signal as a packet including a plurality of different types of 
instructions signals to the logic unit controller over the single test bus, wherein the logic unit 
controller is to receive the packet and provide a plurality of different types of instruction signals 
to design for test feature. The foregoing limitations are not found in the prior arts of record. The 
prior art of record, namely Wasson, teaches an integrated circuit tester with a plurality of tester 
channels for testing a device under test. The tester channels include an instruction memory for 
storing a set of test instructions which are executed during testing. Wasson teaches the test 
instructions to include a vector data which indicates a particular test and other instructions which 
direct a certain number of data bits to the tester. Wasson teaches (Figure 1 and col. 4, lines 17- 
54) a host computer which signals a disk controller to read the instructions for the tester channel 
and write those instructions onto an instruction memory. The examiner would like to point out 
that the test controller in the present application is analogous to the disk controller of Wasson, 
since the test controller (in the present application) is defined to be any device that asserts test 
instructions (present application: specification page 6, lines 13-17). A test bus is shown in figure 
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1 (Wasson) that is connected to the test controller/disk controller and the logic unit control. The 
logic unit controller/deskew controller in the present application is analogous to the timing 
circuit of Wasson, since the logic unit controller/deskew controller is defined to synchronize the 
instructions (present application: specification pages 7-8, lines 28 and 1-5 respectively). 
However, Wasson and the prior arts of record do not teach or fairly suggest all the limitations in 
the independent claim 24 of the present application. In particular, the limitations of, "...the test 
controller is to provide a global control signal as a packet including a plurality of different types 
of instructions signals to the logic unit controller over the single test bus, wherein the logic unit 
controller is to receive the packet and provide a plurality of different types of instruction signals 
to design for test feature" are not taught nor fairly suggested in the prior arts of record. 

Independent claim 37 includes similar limitations of independent claim 24 and therefore 
is allowed for similar reasons. 

Dependent claims 25-36 and 38-47 depend from independent claims 24 and 37 and 
inherently include limitations therein and therefore are allowed as well. 

Any inquiries concerning this communication should be directed to the examiner, 
Mujtaba Chaudry who may be reached at 571-272-3817. The examiner may normally be reached 
Mon - Thur 6:30 am to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, please contact the 
examiner's supervisor, Albert DeCady at 571-272-3819. 
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